Unit 3 Discussions

U3D1 Purpose of CSS
The purposes of Cascading Style Sheets are to:

1. Allow more precise positioning and formatting of content elements on HTML Documents
2. Allow the same document to be displayed on multiple target platforms. 

3. Provide the ability to easily apply the same style rules to multiple documents.

1. Use of CSS allows you to override the rules for standard HTML elements such as standard headings and link formats. It also lets you define as many of your own styles as you wish and apply these styles anywhere within the HTML document.  These features of CSS make it relatively easy to specify superscripts, subscripts, spacing rules and fonts.  Positioning can be specified by absolute pixel location if desired.  This very precise positioning is not available in HTML without CSS.

2. By using relative values instead of absolute values in CSS, you can facilitate the display of the same document on multiple platforms without resorting to using a separate version of the document for each platform.  For example by using relative font sizes (…-3,-2,-1,0,1,2,3…) instead of absolute font sizes (…8pt,10pt,12pt,14pt,16pt,18pt,20pt…) the software the actually does the display on each platform can interpret the CSS differently. This allows smaller font on a Personal Digital Assistant and larger font in a Browser Window in a PC while still preserving the relative size of each individual “marked up” string of text.
3. By storing CSS Style rules in an external file instead of embedding them in each HTML document, you can easily apply the same rules across multiple documents.  This helps make the “look and feel” of each document similar and facilitates the sharing of the rules by multiple designers.

U3D2.  Three examples of using CSS

1. You can code style rules directly into a Tag within the HTML document.  This approach makes sense when you have just one element within a single document to which you would like to apply the rules. Example: At http://www.northshorechoral.org/members.html you will notice that only one of the links has a dark blue background (the link to the “Blue Notes” newsletter).  All other links are normal and the need for a dark blue link does not occur anywhere else on the site. The code for this is <a style="background-color: blue; color: white" href="bluenotes.html">See the latest news in &quot;Blue Notes&quot;</a>
2. You can code style rules in the <HEAD> section of an HTML document and then reference those rules in the document itself.  This makes sense when you want to apply the same style rules multiple times within the document but have no need to share the rules across multiple documents. To make all paragraphs in a document have white text with a blue background, you can code:   “ p {background-color: blue; color: white}” in the <HEAD> section of the document and this will make all paragraphs blue.  Note:  This will still leave lines between paragraphs white.  If you want the ENTIRE page to have a blue background, you will also have to specify bgcolor=blue on the BODY tag of the document. You can view this example at http://www.northshorechoral.org/bluenotes.html. 
3. You can code style rules in a separate document and then save the document.  Then, form within multiple HTML documents you can reference those rules by specifying the location of the style document. This makes sense when you want to apply the same rules to multiple documents.  Example: <link rel=stylesheet type=text/css href="http://a799.g.akamai.net/3/799/388/39fa10b9b059c2/www.msnbc.com/m/css/msnbc.css" />”                 You can view this beautiful piece of code by doing “view/source at  www.msnbc.com. 
FINAL NOTE:  Our emails from our lab assistants say “The best way to predict the future is to invent it”.  My variation on this is “The best way to find examples is to create them”.  You will notice that “Last Updated:” at www.northshorechoral.org is today.
